
BELTHORN VILLAGE COMMITTEE
Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 5th October 2021

in The Dog Inn, Belthorn 
Members Present:

Collette Riding Marianne Davies Judith Hamilton Mel Egan
Barbara Heffernan Yvonne Brown Tina Walker

Also in attendance:  County Councillor Peter Britcliffe

Action

1. 100 PLUS CLUB - 9th Monthly Draw of the Year

The October draw, held at the committee meeting was drawn by County 
Councillor Peter Britcliffe at the meeting and witnessed by committee 
attendees.

Winner of the 1st prize of £52.50 – ticket number 71, Vick K

Winner of the 2nd prize of £30.00 – ticket number 165, Dameon G

Winner of the 3rd prize of £22.50 – ticket number 120, Debra G

Winner of the 4th prize of £15.00 – ticket number 57, Ian & A

2.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – There were no apologies for absence.

3.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

As Head Teacher of Belthorn Academy Mel and School Head of Governors, 
Yvonne declared an interest in item 8 on the agenda.

4.  MINUTES OF THE 7th SEPTEMBER  MEETING FOR APPROVAL

The minutes of the meetings were agreed as a correct record.

5.  MATTERS ARISING

Mobile Security Camera, Top of the Village – Cllr Marlene Haworth offered, 
at the August meeting, to investigate the possibility of using one of the 
Council's new mobile security cameras at the top of Belthorn Road.  She 
was awaiting a response from a Council officer.  She would chase it up and 
get back to us.

Overgrown Area at the Front of the Pond – Marianne reported having cut 
back the overgrown rambling rose bush and some of the weeds which 
Yvonne had removed rather than involving the mill which would have 
proved difficult to arrange for committee members to fit in with mill working 
hours when a skip would be available.

Request for Memorial Bench Site – Yvonne reported having discussed  
siting in the Dog Inn field with the Dog Inn Board, it was agreed that Dee 



Davies' relative would be allowed to site the memorial bench in the field in a
position to be agreed.  Yvonne would contact Dee to arrange a site meeting
to discuss a convenient spot.

6. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED

An invoice for the garage rent had been received from the Council.   

7. TREASURER'S REPORT

 Judith advised that there was no change from last month's report

8.  BELTHORN ROAD SCHOOL PARKING PROBLEMS

Tina and Marianne referred to villagers' recent Facebook complaints, with 
photos, again of poor and inconsiderate parking of parents/guardians when 
collecting children from school.  Several of the villagers had asked why is 
the school introducing more classes attracting more traffic into the village 
and why not cut the number of classes instead to reduce the amount of 
traffic. The monthly Baby Bells toddler group was due to re-start soon.

Mel explained that the school was doing all possible to alleviate the parting 
situation but felt that the proposed new scheme, School Streets initiative, 
where a part of Belthorn Road would be closed to traffic for a short period, 
would not be well received by villagers and that school parents would also 
need to be consulted.  

The problem of buses struggling to pass through the village at that point in 
the road was considered.  Mel outlined her efforts to solve the problem by 
asking the bus company to change the bus times, to no avail, and by 
varying school finishing times from between 3.10 pm and 3.30 pm.

Councillor Britcliffe pointed out that lots of schools have parking problems.

Regarding the missing yellow lines on the road outside the school, 
Councillor Britcliffe indicated, after reporting the problem, that they would be
replaced shortly, along with others after resurfacing when the weather 
improved.

Agreed:

1. Mel and Tina agreed to arrange to get together outside school 
to check car registration numbers and Mel to appeal to their 
drivers to be more considerate of local villagers.

2. Mel to check the possibility of financing the hire of a school 
bus, parked at the very bottom of Belthorn Road for parents to 
drop off children to be driven up to school.

3. If there were no improvement to the problem, firstly a 
consultation event to be arranged, involving villagers, village 
councillors and school parents to consider implementing the 
new scheme when it becomes available, secondly, approach 
possibly both Councils to discuss practicalities.

Tina/Mel

Mel

9.  REMEMBRANCE DAY – SUNDAY 14TH NOVEMBER – 11.00 AM

Service -  Roger to be asked to say a few words at the service, as he did 
last year;

 Yvonne



• School Children will be doing research on the servicemen listed on 
the village memorial, possibly with the help of the village History 
Group, and will make poppies to display outside the school;

• Judith to ask Danny Cassidy, who is in a brass band, if he can attend
the service to play a suitable piece;

• The Dog Inn to supply free hot toddies to service attendees after the 
service; and

• A wreath to be bought on behalf of villagers, from village committee 
funds.

• County Councillor Britcliffe informed the group of an actual 
Remembrance Day service, with a brass band to be held at Union 
Street church, Oswaldtwistle.

Judith

Judith

10. SOCIAL EVENTS 

A village Social Events meeting was held on Saturday 11th September in the
Dog Inn attended by Yvonne from the Dog Inn Board and the Village 
Committee.  She set out some of the events proposed:

• Coffee Mornings would be held between 9.00 and 12 noon starting 
on Tuesday 12th October.

• 366 Days of Kindness  - an event organised by the Dog Inn 
supported by the Inn Crowd and Spot-on Lancashire will be held in 
the village school, on Friday 15th October with a drinks bar provided 
by the pub,

• Halloween  -  As last year, a Belthorn Halloween trail will be held.  All 
wishing to take part to by decorating their windows to contact Yvonne
for info.

◦ Pumpkin carving to be held in the pub organised by pub 
manager, Nic;

◦ Andy Nuttall to do a drive through the village on his Halloween 
milk float with Scary Mark G on Saturday 30th October;

◦ Halloween craft drop-in morning for children on Sunday 31st .      

• Firework Display by Paul and Clive Carroll – will be held in the Dog 
Inn field on Monday 8th November.  'Quiet' fireworks will be used. A 
potato pie supper will be available, funded by the school and made 
by school cook Kathryn.

◦ Clive had asked for £600 to hold the event, an increase of £100 
on last year, funded between the Dog Inn and Village Committee 

◦ Agreed:  Yvonne to ask him to consider holding the event for 
£500.

◦ Village committee members to take a collection bucket round on 
the night for donations to the Village Committee funds for the free
event.

Yvonne

Village 
Committee



Christmas Events Planned

• Christmas Fair – to be held at the Dog Inn on Saturday 4th 
December.

• Carols Round the Tree – will be held on Saturday 18th December.

• Christmas Parties – Children's party to be held from 2.00 – 4.00 pm 
on Saturday 11th December with children's buffet and entertainment. 
Tickets priced at £10 each.

• Over 60s events – 

• Christmas Meals - Village Mill owners UKI have agreed to help fund 
the meals for delivery to Over 60s, as last year and provided by the 
village school.  

Those Over 60s wishing to receive a Christmas meal  on 
Wednesday 8th December to contact the school on 01254 55620. 

• Over 60s Christmas party will be held on Saturday 18th December 
from 2.00 pm onwards.  A buffet will be served, together with a glass 
of either sherry or port, provided by the Dog Inn, for all attending.  

Those wishing to attend the Over 60s party to contact Marianne  
on 01254 262125 and leave a message or to her e-mail address.

Village Christmas Float - Andy Nuttall had offered to turn his milk float into a
Christmas float to travel round the village on Christmas Eve

Councillor Peter Britcliffe will let us have the date of their Christmas party in 
Oswaldtwistle to which all Belthorn Over 60s are invited to attend as usual.

Dog Inn Village Events Meetings – the next Events meeting will be held on  
Saturday 6th November at 1100 am.

C Cllr 
Britcliffe

11.  ANY OTHERE BUSINESS

Village Community Stage - School Head, Mel advised that a Lottery bid had
been submitted for improvements to the school hall to create a stage for 
community use.

Village Dog Poo Bins – Barbara suggested that some of the 6 village poo 
bins be moved to more convenient locations  ie:

• One from the Rec be moved to near the Dog Inn bus stop,
• One from the chicane at the top of the village moved to nearer Tower

View.

County Councillor Britcliffe pointed out that we would not be allowed more 
bins that the 6 we already have but offered to ask Hyndburn Council if they 
would arrange for them to be moved

C Cllr 
Britcliffe

12.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next committee meeting will be held at 6.00 pm on Tuesday 2nd 
November 2021 in the Dog Inn.  Possibly a short ad-hoc meeting to discuss



the events in detail with those involved to be arranged if necessary.

At the end of the meeting Yvonne approached Clive Carroll to revise his 
request of £600 for the Firework display to the previous year's £500 to 
which Clive agreed.


